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This summary outlines how our school delivers music education across curriculum music, co-curricular provision, and musical experiences, and our plans for future development.
Part A: Curriculum music
At St Catherine of Siena Primary School, we deliver curriculum music through the Charanga Original Scheme, a comprehensive and progressive music curriculum designed for primary schools. This scheme is aligned with the Model Music Curriculum (March 2021) and supports pupils from EYFS through to Year 6.
- Curriculum structure: Music is taught weekly across all year groups, with each lesson lasting approximately 45 minutes. The Charanga scheme ensures coverage of key musical dimensions including listening, performing, composing, and appraising.
- Inclusivity and SEND provision: The Charanga scheme includes differentiated activities and resources to support SEND and disabled pupils, ensuring that all children can access and enjoy music education. Lessons are adapted to meet individual needs, and additional support is provided where necessary to promote full participation.
- Singing and instrumental learning: Pupils regularly engage in singing activities and have opportunities to play tuned and untuned percussion instruments. In Key Stage 2, pupils participate in whole-class ensemble teaching, learning instruments such as recorders and glockenspiels.
- Partnerships: We work closely with the Greater Manchester Music Hub – Wigan Music Service, which supports our curriculum delivery and provides additional resources and CPD for staff.
- Curriculum access: Our full music curriculum overview, including progression and SEND support, is available on our school website [insert link here].
Part B: Co-curricular music
St Catherine of Siena Primary School provides a wide range of musical opportunities beyond the classroom to support pupils’ enjoyment, creativity, and progression in music:
- Choir and performances: A school choir runs during the autumn term, culminating in a performance at the local church for parishioners. Pupils also perform songs in services throughout the year, including the Harvest Festival, Easter Celebration, and other liturgical events.
- Collective worship and singing practice: Pupils participate in weekly collective worship, where they sing hymns together. Regular Singing Practice sessions are held to introduce and rehearse new hymns.
- Assemblies and productions:
  - Each year group leads a class assembly, performing songs linked to the theme of their assembly.
  - Key Stage 1 pupils learn and perform a Christmas production for parents at school.
  - Key Stage 2 pupils present a Christmas production for parents at the local church.
  - Year 6 pupils rehearse and perform an End of Year Production, which includes learning and singing a range of songs, performed for parents as a celebration of their time at the school.
- Music through PE: Pupils experience music through the PE curriculum, particularly in gymnastics and dance, where musicality, rhythm, and movement are explored.
- Music in the sensory room: Music is used to enhance the environment in our sensory room, supporting pupils with additional needs by creating a calming, engaging, and therapeutic atmosphere. This includes the use of ambient music, soundscapes, and rhythm-based activities tailored to individual sensory profiles.
- Break-time musical engagement: Pupils have the opportunity to practise and play on the school piano during break times, encouraging informal music-making, creativity, and self-expression.
Part C: Musical experiences
At St Catherine of Siena Primary School, we provide a wide range of musical experiences throughout the academic year that enrich pupils’ cultural, spiritual, and creative development:
- Singing in assembly and worship: Pupils sing regularly during weekly collective worship and whole-school assemblies, contributing to a strong culture of singing across the school.
- Seasonal and liturgical performances: Pupils perform in services throughout the year, including:
  - Harvest Festival
  - Easter Celebration
  - Christmas services held at the local church for Key Stage 2 and at school for Key Stage 1
- Class assemblies: Each year group presents a class assembly that includes musical performances linked to the theme of the assembly, allowing pupils to share their learning and musical talents with the wider school community.
- End-of-year production: Year 6 pupils rehearse and perform a musical production for parents, showcasing a range of songs and dramatic performances as a celebration of their time at the school.
- Visiting performances: We welcome travelling theatre groups and pantomimes into school to perform for pupils, offering them the chance to experience live musical theatre and storytelling in an engaging and accessible way.
- Trips and external experiences: Where possible, pupils attend local concerts and performances, and we invite musicians and music educators into school to enhance pupils’ exposure to live music.
- Community engagement: Musical performances at the local church and for parishioners help pupils connect with the wider community and understand the role of music in communal and spiritual life.
In the future
St Catherine of Siena Primary School is committed to continually enhancing its music provision. In the coming years, we aim to:
- Convert to the Charanga Model Music Curriculum, ensuring our teaching aligns even more closely with national guidance and supports progression from EYFS to Year 6.
- Increase curriculum music time to ensure all pupils receive at least one hour of music per week, supporting deeper engagement and musical development.
- Introduce new instruments for whole-class ensemble teaching, expanding beyond recorders and glockenspiels to include ukuleles or tuned percussion.
- Develop staff confidence and subject knowledge through CPD opportunities in partnership with the Greater Manchester Music Hub – Wigan Music Service.
- Strengthen links with external musicians and organisations, inviting more live performances and workshops into school to inspire pupils.
- Expand co-curricular opportunities, including the possibility of a year-round choir and additional instrumental ensembles.
- Introduce termly school-wide musical performances, giving all pupils regular opportunities to perform and celebrate their musical learning.
- Improve access and inclusion, ensuring all pupils, including those with SEND, can fully participate in music through adapted resources and targeted support.
These developments are aligned with the seven features of high-quality music provision and reflect our commitment to nurturing musical talent and enjoyment across the whole school community.
