St Catherine’s  Catholic
Primary School
Prayer and Liturgy Policy
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Mission statement


St Catherine’s is a community where all individuals can grow in the love and knowledge of God, themselves and the world in which they live.


Be who God meant you to be and together we can achieve.




The Nature of Prayer and Liturgy
We believe that Prayer and Liturgy in a catholic school names and celebrates God’s presence in our lives. It is concerned with giving glory, honour praise and thanks to God. It is our loving response in word and action to God’s invitation to enter into relationship, made possible through the work of Jesus Christ and the witness of the Holy Spirit.


Legal Requirements
We acknowledge the legal requirement that there must be a daily act of worship for all pupils. We also acknowledge that Collective Worship and assemblies are distinct activities. They may form part of the same gathering but the difference between the two will always be made clear.

The act of worship is not designated curriculum time under regulations and will not be subsumed under any part of the curriculum, including Religious Education.

At St Catherine’s, as with any Voluntary Aided School, responsibility for arranging collective worship rest with the governing body after consultation with the headteacher.

The place of Prayer and Liturgy in the Life of our School
We endorse the belief that collective worship takes into account the religious and educational needs of all who share in it:

· Those who form part of the worshipping community in church
· Those for whom school may be their first and only experience of church
· Those from other Christian traditions - or none
· Those from other faith backgrounds
· It will be an educational activity or experience to which all can contribute and from which all can gain.

We will continue to foster and deepen the children’s personal relationship with God our Father, daily in prayer. We do this by helping them become aware of God’s Presence in their lives and of His love for them by leading them to respond to Him in a manner suited to their age and stage. This may be in one of the following ways: 

 Prayer of silence 
 Spontaneous prayer 
 Praying through gesture or action 
 Formal prayer 

Prayer will not be confined to an act of worship. Children are encouraged to pray in the morning, before lunch and in the evening. Worship in this school is more than just a legal requirement. It is an integral part of school life central to the Catholic tradition.

Worship in this school is more than just a legal requirement. It is an integral part of school life and central to the Catholic tradition.



The Aims of Prayer and Liturgy 
We believe that Prayer and Liturgy in our school aims to provide opportunity for all pupils and staff:

· To contemplate something of the mystery of God
· To reflect on spiritual and moral issues
· To explore their own beliefs
· To respond to and celebrate life
· To experience a sense of belonging and develop community spirit
· To develop a common ethos and shared values
· To enrich religious experience
· To grow in liturgical understanding and development
· To reinforce prayers which are part of the catholic tradition
· To reinforce positive values
· To participate fully
· To take time out ‘to wonder at’, ‘to come to terms with’ and ‘to give worth to.’

Principles
All acts of worship in this school will:

· Give Glory, honour and thanks to God
· Be a quality activity, fundamental to the life of the school and its Catholic character
· Give children positive liturgical experiences, appropriate to their age, aptitude and family backgrounds in order to prepare them for the liturgical life of the church. 

· In order to do this, Prayer and Liturgy will:

· Be kept  small wherever possible to personalise the experience
· Be short and appropriately paced
· Be simple, including a range of experiences offered in a variety of grouping and a variety of settings.





At St Catherine’s, Prayer and Liturgy takes place during the following times:

Monday – Whole school Collective Worship – led by the headteacher
eadteacher

Tuesday – KS1 Collective Worship 
Wednesday – Class Collective Worship 
Thursday – KS2 Collective Worship 
Friday – Whole School collective Worship and celebration assembly – led by Headteacher or Deputy Headteacher 

When Key Stage collective worship takes place, the alternate key stage with have collective worship in class. 

Planning: 
Prayer and Liturgy in this school is planned following a structure with reference to the Church’s seasons, celebrating Saints and other significant people, ‘Come and See’ – the RE curriculum , significant dates, in response to any circumstances that may arise in school, locally or globally . 
 Scripture will be the focus for all acts of prayer and liturgy. 
 It will take place in a variety of settings.
  It will relate to the school community in the light of the school’s aims and Mission. 
 There will be flexibility to respond to changing situations within the school and the wider community. 
 We will aim to teach children the skills to enable them to prepare, organise and lead prayer and liturgy.
 
Monitoring and Evaluation
At least once a year the schools provision of Prayer and Liturgy will be evaluated, as part of the school’s monitoring cycle, to consider whether it meets the needs of all pupils and reflects the school’s mission and aims.  This will be carried out as part of the process for Whole School Improvement.

Resources
A list is available in the RE cupboard/file.
Resources are either centrally located in the RE cupboard and some are in classes.
Each class has a copy of God’s Story and Church Story, all classes have a Children’s Bible. 

Eucharist 
Eucharistic celebrations are a very important part of our Prayer and Liturgy  strategy. Opportunities for children to participate are maximised and parents and other members of the school and Parish community are welcome and encouraged to attend. The celebrations will take the following forms: 
 Whole school masses 
 Class masses  
 Stay and Pray Sessions 
Renew sessions at the end of Come and See topics 

Children will be prepared for the Sacraments through the sacramental programme. This is done through the Parish, school supports this wherever possible.
The Role of the Religious Education Co-ordinator

In relation to Prayer and Liturgy The RE co-ordinator role will be to 

· Formulate a written policy for Prayer and Liturgy 
· Ensure that Prayer and Liturgy  is appropriate to the age aptitude and family backgrounds of pupils
· Ensure that Prayer and Liturgy takes into account the religious and educational needs of all who share in it
· Organise themes for worship see appendix 1
· Assist the Governors and headteacher to carry out their legal responsibilities with regard to Prayer and Liturgy.
· Monitor Prayer and Liturgy through observation 
· Ensure standards are maintained and developments made in Prayer and Liturgy 
· Act as a consultant to colleagues
· Report to the Headteacher and Governing Body 
· Inform Newly appointed colleagues of the school policy of Prayer and Liturgy policy
· Liaise with Christian Education Department regarding Prayer and Liturgy
· Lead and organise in-service
· Keep personally up to date
· Evaluate resources
· Develop resources
· Manage delegated budget.
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