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	Communication and Language
Use new vocabulary throughout the day ● Articulate their ideas and thoughts in well-formed sentences 
● Describe events in some detail 
● Listen to and talk about stories to build familiarity and understanding 
● Listen to and talk about selected non-fiction to develop a deep familiarity with new knowledge and vocabulary
	Personal, Social and
Emotional Development
• Learn about keeping hedgehogs safe in the winter. Use a toy hedgehog to place in the provision for pupils to make their own hedgehog houses. 
• Talk about ways to keep our outside space clean. Do some litter picking around the local area in small groups. 
• Sort clothes into piles depending on the season. Talk to pupils about keeping safe in the summer and keeping warm in the winter. • Learn to zip their own coat up for winter. 
• Explore snowflakes (real or pretend). Explain that each one is unique, just as the pupils are. Pupils to share what makes them special. 
• Talk about different festivals that are celebrated in the different seasons. Ask them to share what they celebrate in their house. 
• Learn about life cycles. Discuss how we care for babies and pets. 
	Physical Development
• Pick up ‘snowballs’ with tweezers (cotton balls) and count them into numbered tubs. 
• Add herbs and flower petals to the mud kitchen and make potions/perfume. 
• Make a snowman with white playdough. 
• Freeze flowers into ice and challenge pupils to try to get them out. 
• Use a hole punch to make holes in leaves and create necklaces/ decorations. 
• Give the pupils chalk to mark make outside. Wash the chalk away using paintbrushes and water. 
• Make playdough and add lavender, petals and herbs from the book. 
• Freeze small world characters into blocks of ice and challenge the pupils to melt them. 
• Teach pupils how to make winter snowflakes by using snips to cut small shapes from folded paper.
	Literacy
● Blend sounds into words, so that they can read short words made up of known letter-sound correspondences 
● Read simple phrases and sentences made up of words with known letter-sound correspondences and, where necessary, a few common exception words 
● Read a few common exception words 
• Form lower-case letters correctly 
• Write short sentences with words with known sound-letter correspondences 
• Spell words by identifying the sounds and then writing the sound with letter/s 
• Re-read what they have written to check that it makes sense

	
	Spring 1
A walk in the Woods by Flora Martyn and Hannah Tolson
Tree – Seasons come, Seasons Go
If Winter comes, Tell It I’m not here
The Leaf Thief, Seasons, The Snowflake
	

	Mathematics
• Count socks from the washing line in twos. 
• Count seeds into pots labelled with the numeral. • Order days of the week and months of the year.
 • Sort pictures into nocturnal and diurnal animals.
 • Learn about symmetry and make symmetrical butterflies. 
• Order birds/ animals from the book by size. 
• Create 2D shape star constellations. 
• Create footprints in the winter snow and ask pupils to describe the directions. 
• Count the snowflakes on a picture.
	
	Characteristics of 
Effective Teaching
and Learning
 Use the language of thinking and learning: think, know, remember, forget, idea, makes sense, plan, learn, find out, confused, figure out, trying to do. 
 Model being a thinker, showing that you don’t always know, are curious and sometimes puzzled, and can think and find out.
  Encourage open-ended thinking by not settling on the first ideas: What else is possible? 
 Always respect pupils’ efforts and ideas, so they feel safe to take a risk with a new idea. 
 Talking aloud helps pupils to think and control what they do. Model self-talk, describing your actions in play. 
 Give pupils time to talk and think. 
 Value questions, talk and many possible responses, without rushing toward answers too quickly. 
 Support pupils’ interests over time, reminding them of previous approaches and encouraging them to make connections between their experiences. 
 Model the creative process, showing your thinking about some of the many possible ways forward. 
 Sustained shared thinking helps pupils to explore ideas and make links. Follow pupils’ lead in conversation and think about things together. 
 Encourage pupils to describe problems they encounter and to suggest ways to solve the problem.  Show and talk about strategies – how to do things – including problem-solving, thinking and learning.  Give feedback and help pupils to review their own progress and learning. Talk with pupils about what they are doing, how they plan to do it, what worked well and what they would change next time. 
 Model the plan-do-review process yourself.


	
	Understanding the World
• Take cameras on a season walk – take photos and discuss what they found. Make a map to match their walk.
 • Plant cress and watch it grow. 
• Complete some tree bark rubbings. What trees are in our local area? 
• Go bird watching! Make binoculars using paper rolls. Create fat balls with seeds to feed the birds during the winter. 
• Provide a range of maps and atlases. Can the pupils find snowy environments and hot environments? 
• Learn about the life cycle of a frog by adding plastic frogs and plants to the water tray.
	Expressive Arts and Design
• Create a scarecrow for the outdoor area. 
• Listen to ‘Seasons’ by Vivaldi. Move to the music and link to the right season. 
• Create a seasons picture. Split a picture of a tree into quarters and paint each quarter to represent a season. 
• Place scarves outside on a windy day. Pupils to recreate the movements to music. 
• Make seasonal paintbrushes using natural materials. 
• Build bug hotels using junk modelling. 
• Use instruments and make them sound like different weathers.
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