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Diary for school week commencing 28t September 2026

Monday: Piano/Woodwind/Guitar/Violin Lessons

Tuesday: 8.00 a.m. - Judo

Wednesday: 3.15 - 4.15: Team Building
Thursday: 3.15-4.15:; Ball Games
Friday: Celebration Assembly Y5 — Swimming Brass Lessons 3.15-4.15: Football

Y3 Quarry Bank Mill Trip
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...every school day counts!
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Congratulations to year 2 for having the best attendance this week.

This Week

Another busy week in school, on Monday we celebrated with our home award children. Well done to Lilly-Jane,
Cooper, Tommy, Hunter, Clay, Lilah and Luca!
Tuesday, Y4 enjoyed a Mayan Workshop where they learnt all about the Mayan civilisation.
Thursday was a big day in school: we started the day with an assembly to say farewell to Mrs Watson, who left us
after 12 years at St Catherine’s. We will all really miss her and wish her all the best in her retirement.
Our reception class had their photo taken which will be in the Wigan Observer.
In the afternoon, we celebrated whole school mass with Father Gordon — celebrating our return to school and the
new school year.
Today, Year 6 have spent the day at Golborne High School and have had a great time.
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Our Y3 children are due to visit Quarry Bank Mill on Friday 2" October. Can we please ask, if you haven't already
done so, that you log on to School Hub to pay for your child to attend. Please provide your child with a packed
lunch or select the ‘Trip Pack Lunch’ option on the school hub no later than Wednesday 30t September.
Thank you for your support.

Friday 2"¢ October — Y3 Quarry Bank Mill
Thursday 8" October — PTA AGM — 3.30 p.m.
Wednesday 215t October — Halloween Disco
Half Term: Monday 26t — Friday 30t October 2026
Monday 26t — Wednesday 28" October — Active Sport’s Autumn Active Camp
Tuesday 3 November — Parent/Teacher Meetings, details to follow
Wednesday 11t November — Y6 Assembly & Coffee Morning
Friday 20t & 27t November — Own clothes day in support of Christmas Fair, details to follow
Friday 27t November — Christmas Fair
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September 2026
Important Information for Parents and Carers: Education Penalty Notices

Dear Parent/Carer,

We would like to remind all parents and carers about changes to the law relating to Education Penalty
Notices (EPNs) for unauthorised school absence, which came into effect nationally on 19 August 2024.

Regular school attendance is essential to support children's learning, wellbeing, and future success.
Wigan Council and local schools are committed to working with families to ensure children attend school
every day they can.

A Support First Approach for absence that is not related to a holiday
In line with national attendance guidance, Wigan Council and schools will continue to adopt a support
first approach. Where attendance concerns arise, schools will work with families to understand any
barriers and offer appropriate support wherever possible. Parents and carers are encouraged to speak to
their child's school as early as possible if they are experiencing difficulties that may affect attendance.

When Can an Education Penalty Notice Be Issued?
Under the national framework, a penalty notice must be considered when a child has accumulated 10
sessions (equivalent to 5 school days) of unauthorised absence within a rolling 10 school-week period.

This threshold applies to unauthorised absence for any reason, including unauthorised leave of absence
during term time.

What Has Changed since August 20247
The national changes mean that:
A penalty notice may be issued where a child has 10 unauthorised sessions (5 school days)
within a rolling 10 school-week period.
Parents can no longer take their child out of school for a week's holiday during term time without
the risk of a penalty notice being issued.

The penalty notice charge is £80 per parent, per child if paid within 21 days for a first offence.
If payment is not made within 21 days, the charge increases to £160 per parent, per child,
payable within 28 days.

If a second penalty notice is issued to the same parent for the same child within a three-year
period, the charge will automatically be £160, with no option to pay the lower rate.

A third offence within a three-year period may result in the Local Authority considering alternative
legal interventions.

Working Together to Improve Attendance
Good attendance gives children the best opportunity to achieve their potential. We appreciate the
continued support of parents and carers in ensuring that children attend school regularly and arrive on
time.
If you have concerns about your child's attendance, or require support, please contact your child's school
as soon as possible. Early communication allows schools and services to work with families to resolve
issues before they impact on attendance.

Thank you for your continued support.
Wigan Council Attendance Service
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St Helens

Theatre Arts Schools
for 4 — 18 year olds
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ﬁ ATURDAY MORNINGS

.
Early Stages

otds 2 - 11:15am - 12:45pm
~ for 4 - 6 Year 0dS =
’A fm and friendly introduction » Hope Academy

to performing arts, where

children build confidence,
make new friends and
explore their creativity
through acting, singing
and dancing.

- 07846209189

@ www.stagecoach.com/StHelens [ D><] StHelens@stagecoach.co.uk
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Parents of Year 6 Students

OME AND SEE
PE ACADEMY
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» Daytime School Visits for Prospective Parents & Carers

Choosing the right secondary school is one of the
most important decisions for your child.

We warmly invite you to visit Hope Academy during

the school day to experience our learning community,
meet our dedicated staff and see first-hand what
makes Hope Academy a special place to learn
and grow.

During Your Visit You Will:

<

Tour our excellent facilities

Visit classrooms and see lessons
in action

Meet members of the Senior
Leadership Team

Learn about our curriculum and
enrichment opportunities

Discover our Christian values
and caring ethos

Have the opportunity to ask questions

000000

BOOK YOUR SCHOOL TOUR

Tour of Hope Academy - for parents/carers of year 6 students
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Lowton Church of England High School

Open Evening

Monday 28" September

Doors open from 4:15pm

Visit our Open Evening page for more
information

Say It Better

Want to create a calmer, happier home?

Join our three-week course for couples designed to help
you communicate better, strengthen your relationship,
and build a more peaceful home environment.

Whether you’re dealing with daily stress or hoping
to reconnect, this course provides practical tools
and friendly support in a relaxed setting.

Register your interest today by contacting:

Earlyhelpdevelopmentteam@wigan.gov.uk
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